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OUR MISSION

The Air District aims to create a healthy breathing 
environment for every Bay Area resident while protecting and 
improving public health, air quality, and the global climate.



THE AIR DISTRICT 

• Established in 1955

• 9-county jurisdiction

• 101 cities

• 5,340 square miles

• Board of 24 elected 
officials

• Serve 7 million 
residents





AIR QUALITY AND YOUR 
HEALTH

• Particulate Matter:
– Lung irritation, and increased 

permeability in lung tissue

– Aggravate severity of chronic 
lung diseases and rapid loss 
of airway function

– Changes in blood chemistry 
that can result in clots that 
may lead to heart attacks

– Increase susceptibility to viral 
and bacterial pathogens 
leading to pneumonia in 
vulnerable persons



AIR QUALITY AND YOUR 
HEALTH

• Ozone:
– Irritate the respiratory system and your eyes, nose, 

throat and cause coughing and headaches
– Reduce lung function, or make it difficult to breathe 

deeply and quickly
– Aggravate asthma and make people more sensitive to 

allergens (dust mites, pets and pollen)
– Can inflame and damage the lining of the lung, like a 

sunburn on your lungs!

https://atlantaregional.org/natural-resources/air-quality/air-quality/
https://atlantaregional.org/natural-resources/air-quality/air-quality/


AIR QUALITY AND YOUR 
HEALTH



OUR WORK

• How did we get from here?



OUR WORK

• To here?





METEOROLOGY AND 
MEASUREMENTS

• Current Regulatory Air Monitoring Network
– Over 30 stations through the Bay Area
– Meets EPA monitoring requirements
– Designed to represent typical concentrations in 

populated areas or impacts of a few specific 
individual sources



SUMMER AND WINTER AIR 
POLLUTION

Source: Air District 2017 Annual 

Report



OUR WORK

– Five oil refineries

– 2,500 gasoline 
dispensing facilities

– 2,000 dry cleaners 
and auto-body 
shops

• Air District Emission Sources include:



15,000 to 20,000
Air quality inspections every year



PUBLIC EDUCATION

• Publications
– Brochures

– Air District Annual Report 

– Air Currents Newsletter 



Spare the Air



More than 200 community
meetings and events each year



COVID-19 Impacts on Air Quality

CO2: 20 to 
30%

PM2.5: 15 to 
25%

NOX: 30 to 
45%

50 to 

85% 
(per traffic 

counts and cell 

phone tracking 

data)

Traffic 

(VMT)
Total 

Emissions



WHAT CAN YOU DO?
• Consider using alternative modes of transit: 

walk, bike and carpool when you can

• Reduce the use of fireplaces in your home

• Continue composting organics and recycling

• Support Air District rule development efforts

• Reach out to your county to get involved

• Incentives: https://www.baaqmd.gov/funding-
and-incentives

• Share your knowledge!

https://www.baaqmd.gov/funding-and-incentives


NOTIFICATION TOOLS

• Check the air quality status at baaqmd.gov or 
sparetheair.org

• Call 1-800-HELP-AIR or 
1-877-4NO-BURN 

• Text “START” to 817-57 

• Sign up for email AirAlerts at sparetheair.org

• Sign up for phone alerts at 
sparetheair.org or by 
calling 800-430-1515

• iPhone/Android app

• Connect via Facebook, Twitter or Instagram



Juan Romero
jromero@baaqmd.gov

628-250-0408

Connect with us on 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

www.baaqmd.gov
www.sparetheair.org

mailto:jromero@baaqmd.gov

